The role of non-governmental organisations in controlling rabies: the Global Alliance for Rabies Control, Partners for Rabies Prevention and the Blueprint for Rabies Prevention and Control.
Rabies control worldwide has been inadequate and neglected for many decades, and the disease continues to predominantly affect poor communities in Africa and Asia. As a zoonosis for which the main reservoir and vector, the domestic dog (Canis familiaris), is an economically non-viable species, the absence of cross-sectoral cooperation has been a major factor in the lack of effective control efforts. A shift in global focus is required to concentrate on the fact that rabies has the highest case fatality ratio of all infectious human diseases and that it still affects human health more significantly than many other infectious diseases that are perceived to pose more significant risks. Equally necessary is an acknowledgement that rabies control is complex and that the task of creating and executing a strategic plan for the disease can be overwhelming for those governments in the developing world where dog rabies is most problematic. Nonprofit organisations operate independently of governments and intergovernmental organisations and can play a dynamic role in inter-sectoral collaboration and the creation of approaches and strategies for the control of complex diseases such as rabies. In 2008, the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC) established Partners for Rabies Prevention (PRP), a widely representative group of rabies stakeholders and experts, which endeavours to support public-private rabies control activities throughout the world. After a landscape analysis, the PRP proceeded to develop and launch the Blueprint for Rabies Prevention and Control (comprising the Blueprint for Canine Rabies Prevention and Control; the Blueprint for Fox Rabies Prevention and Control and the Rabies Surveillance Blueprint). Subsequently, the Stepwise Approach towards Rabies Elimination (SARE) was embedded into the Canine Rabies Blueprint. The SARE is a planning and self-assessment tool that countries can use to develop activities and monitor progress towards a national programme and strategy for sustainable rabies control and elimination. Each of the elements needed to execute the SARE-derived strategy is cross-linked to the Canine Rabies Blueprint, which provides the specific methods and tools required, supported by references and examples. Together, the Canine Rabies Blueprint and the SARE should be regarded as a novel and dynamic operational toolkit, and a resource that provides comprehensive information for the development and implementation of rabies control strategies, built entirely on the principles of 'One Health'.